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Japan’s Semiconductor Strategy

under Techno-nationalism

Shih-Hui Li

Abstract

The definition of techno-nationalism is characterized by a certain degree of complexity and
diversity. At the national level, “techno-nationalism” primarily refers to technology revitalization
policies or development strategies that prioritize “national interests.” It involves state-led
selection of “strategic” technological fields to establish national technological advantages. At
the international level, the concept of “techno-nationalism” emphasizes the close ties between
technology and national identity, security, economic prosperity, and social stability. It is
mainly used to describe how different countries approach technology governance and how
they leverage technology to influence power in the global market. Since the Meiji Restoration,
Japan has regarded technology as a crucial condition for building a modern nation-state. In the
2020s, when techno-nationalism has become a global trend, economic security strategies tied to
national security have emerged as key drivers of Japan’s technology development.

In contemporary Japanese technological development, semiconductors have been
identified as a critical pillar of national economic and industrial advancement. Japan has
mobilized both governmental and private sector resources to invest actively in this field.
In its semiconductor strategy, Japan is reconstructing its supply chain by, on the one hand,
collaborating with international partners to co-develop cutting-edge semiconductors and green
technology innovations, and on the other hand, facilitating localized production and resilient
supply chains, such as the establishment of TSMC’s Kumamoto plant and Rapidus for advanced
logic semiconductor manufacturing. The ultimate goal is to safeguard technological sovereignty

and national security interests through state intervention.
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