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From Post-Totalitarianism to New Totalitarianization:
Two Decades of CCP Regime Transformation,
the Xi Jinping System, and Strategic Implications

for Taiwan

Chia-Lung Lin"~

Abstract

Drawing on comparative politics literature on nondemocratic regimes, post-totalitarianism,
and regime transformation, this article revisits the analytical framework advanced in the 2004
volume Future China: Degenerating Totalitarianism and explains why the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) did not continue toward liberalization or democratization but instead moved toward
“new totalitarianization” under Xi Jinping. The earlier notion of degeneration referred primarily
to the erosion of classical totalitarian ideology, mass mobilization, and charismatic rule; it did
not imply a decline in state capacity. China’s accession to the World Trade Organization supplied
capital, technology, markets, and fiscal resources, while the rise of the internet, big data, artificial
intelligence, and digital surveillance enabled the party-state to rebuild political control under
conditions of globalization and marketization. The result was a nonlinear trajectory from post-
totalitarianism to developmental post-totalitarianism and then to new totalitarianization. The
Xi system is neither a simple restoration of Maoism nor a fully consolidated new regime type.
It remains rooted in the Leninist party-state while combining personalistic rule, party-state
capitalism, techno-nationalism, digital control, and comprehensive national-security governance.
At the same time, it contains serious tensions arising from economic slowdown, bureaucratic
paralysis, information distortion, elite insecurity, and succession uncertainty. On this basis, the
article analyzes the CCP regime’s trajectory, future scenarios, and strategic implications for Taiwan’s
military security, democratic resilience, economic security, diplomatic space, and civilizational

narrative.

Keywords: degenerating totalitarianism, new totalitarianization, Xi Jinping, CCP regime, Taiwan security
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